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The Earl of Mayo perceived that the Poor White
had become a grave administrative problem in India.
For the fallen European he provided by a Vagrancy
Act, and he laboured to keep down the numbers of
this unhappy class by fostering schools and asylums
for the poorer English and Eurasian children. Such
institutions had up to that time received scant aid
from the State, and Lord Mayo did not live to carry
out their improvement The truth is, our whole
system of State instruction in India has been designed,
and rightly designed, for the natives. The poorer
classes of the European community are still inade-
quately provided for by the Government Lord
Mayo thought that the first thing to be done was to
place the existing schools for European children on a
sound and efficient basis before building new ones.
I have already alluded to the Commission of inquiry
and reform which he appointed for the Lawrence
Asylums. In the Presidency towns he exerted his
' influence, to use his own words, ' to increase the
means of instruction for the Christian poor, and espe-
cially of the class immediately above the poorest*

Among the administrative improvements carried
out during his Viceroyalty, the following may be
briefly summarized. The great question of emigra-
tion was reconsidered, and placed on its present basis;
the emigrants being protected by legislative enact-
ments against private cupidity or mismanagement
during their voyage over seas. In like manner a
series of stringent provisions put an end to the over-
crowding in pilgrim ships and native passenger
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